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Flood, andF/eak,? at the Pentagon/^ 


•_ ~Z~ 1 '-‘-vvv/* av.uic. . propriations. that Mr.' Reagan wants-to achieve bv^ 

tn^rSf nTSflfi ^ to whisper the , 1986, Giveiithe Federal deficit.Congress simply hat 

t ™.?/ cost Administration s undiscnminating , . . to demand a better rationale for these investments 

mi ^ ta F : ^^tegy; not the staggering $1.5 trillion al- . So far, the Administration's strategy seems ta 
&??%&&*" but perhaps- • amount' to little more than buying more of every-, 

Pf* fense E«rretaiy .Weinberger- scoffed thing. Mr.- Weinberger, wants, to order two- more S3. 

S ener af s ’ 311(1 admi- : fybillioii nuclear supercarriers to add totheone Con-* 
:■ J u mt P; imposed on President Carter. But when planes/* 

forces they seek are requirements if the Presidents escort:' vessels' and maintenance are included, the 4 
. willnot redefine Aar milita^r mission. .,jumj> to a 15-carrier Navy will cost a staggering $17 

; ' The embarrassing leak, did not compromise na-. billion per carrier. " ^ :; -«■ v „ J : /C'T-A * •' ; t 

tional security; It only exposed the real dimensions of • : The Navy as a whole is to be expanded from. 450 
Mr. Reagan’s vague program to Yrearm America,” ..-to 600 warships, at a vast cost, yet to be calculated. ; 
now strongly reafimned m his-State of the Union ad- ; - The Army expectsto get two more divisions and 7,000 - 
dres f: ~ f ■ P/- tanks. The Air Force is down for five more tacti-f 

Yv 




P"cal; air. wings. : Yet a third or more of each of these?: 
.. - - . v - r— r — o~ — - ~ ‘ services is not ready to fight and is unlikely to be : 

or more time. The alarming budget figure their re- ready soon if the buildup delays needed suppUes re- 
quirements produced made it clear that even Mr. pairs, training and transport.- ■ ■ ’• t. 

Reagan’shuge increases wiU.riot in five years pre, A The failure to make critical choices also haunts 
pare, as be asks, for “prolonged, conventional wars the Administrates new $180 billion strategic arms ' 

buildup. It is far from clear that the country needs 
two new intercontinental missiles, two new long-.J 
_ v A «hw.j : 4 . range bombers (atup to $400 million each), sea- as^ 

Even before the Chiefs raised the ante. Congress ./well as air, and ground-launched- cruise missiles 
was properly skeptical that - the- Reagan gadgets new research in ballistic missile defense and a costly 

revival of antiaircraft and civil defense..’. . ^/ 

;; ...Yet none.of this will answer the most importanF 
strategic problem: the potential vulnerability of ex- -j 
isting silo-based long-range missiles. The Adminis-l 


pare, as be asks, for “prolonged conventional wars ? 1 
simultaneously in several parts of the globe.” ] 

’ .. . M-- 1 '- C4»mL- < 

' . • 4 ■ * .* . *v - •:•>£?'/*€ *•:» •• '•isisv.v* ; 


could buy all- the. forces and weapons on which: Mr. 
Weinbei^er - had begun to make-.down paynents. 
There are further doubts that theprojected buildup is 



little change. But things will be different In this dif fi- >1 “tempiirarily” in the; same vulnerable- holes As- , 
cult economicyear,despite the, consensus for greater r ; Senator Glemi has urged, MXshouId be postponed^ 
military strengthi . f until its value is clear. .. V > r ? ^ 

• Mr*. Reagan is expected to seek about $250 billion ^ Incoherent- plans; are- bound to^ shatter the* con- 
for 193 3V With inflation factored out, thatis a dra-- ' sensus fora military buildup. Mr. Weinberger oueht 
matia 35 percent above* the* pre-Reagan appropria- to pin a. medal on the loose-talking leaker: He raided 
tions for 1980 butonly half the increase in annual ap^"* 'thoHnhf nuocH^o ** ^ ? 




!l3P* r ;J;therigttt questions, at just the right time.;: 
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